$—_— 


| To the right Honourable, 2] 
Our right vvorthy and grave Senatours, the Lord 


Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of Lon- 
... donin Common Council aſſembled, al 


The moſt humble Petition and Addreſs of divers young men, on the behalf of themſelyes and 
the APPRENTICES in and about this honourable City, 


Mift bumbby ſheath, - 
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7222© T bath pleaſed the good and onely, wiſe G 0D for our and the Nations crying fins to manifeſthis diſpleaſure for many years toge- | 
ther againſt theſe Qur flouriſhing, now (adly divided, diſtraſted, and almoſt ruined Nations: and yer blefſed be God: this Honoura- 

ble City hitherto hath been no proportionable ſharer inthe calamitics which ofir Br&teh in Brher parts of theſe now milcrable Na- | 
tions have ſuffered, which are now aggravated by our diviſions, and ſuch a generit decay of tratidg; as doth excecd the worlt of for- 
mertiniCs; all which we look upon, asa moſt ſad preſage of ſome part and diſmal judgment very near at hand, if not our ſudden ruin: | 
together with-the deſtruQtion and utter diſſolution. both of Church and State , which will inevitably enſue as a juſt reward upon | 
our multipli'&provocations, under the moſt {ignal manifeſtations of Gods meſt gfacious preſence & the moſt engaging mercies | 
that ever people did enjoy f unleſſcit pleaſe our moſt gracious G o Þ whole name hath been exceedingly diſhonoured bythe violation ofmany lacred | 
and folemn Oaths) amongſt us: tqwork our deliverance out of this contexture of dangerous miſchiefs, into which. we have already wound our elves : | 


: 
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or which as the inundations of mighty watersmay ſuddenly break in upon us: and being ſadly ſenſible ofthe calamities, under which the three Nations 
groan for want ofa well ordered and cſtabliſhed Government, We being members in the ſame politicall body cannot but ſympathize with the reſt of ; 
our Brethren : and foraſmuchas your:endeavours may contribute very much thereto, and the well or ill management 'of your Talents, in the diſcharge ' 
of your Truſts may now make theſe Nations happy orelle leave them irrecoverably miſerable. We hold our [elves 6bliged in conſcienceto G 0Þ and | 
our Countrey, both by the Lawes of Go Þ and the Land,inthe behalfe of our ſclves,and all good and exceable peo leih the Land,and the many thou- | 
ſands that knownor their right-hand feom_ their left; andin the behalte of the Children unborn who in time to cone, may Have caule to bleſſe or | 
curſcthe day of their birth for;your fakes;do make this humbie Addrefle ro you.as the onely meansinder G ob tow Toft us to red?offe thee grow:ng mil- | 
chiefs which makeus and thethree: Nations ia thele-rimes of our great trouble cry yato you ( as, thoſe of ac: donia did in the Apoliles Viſion ) Core | 
and h:ipus. Andwebeleech you;our moſt Grayg and Worthy Senatours, as you tender the welfare of theſe bleEding Natfons, to ſtand inthe wide gap of 
our breaches, with yourprayers, improving yout,Councils,and every Talcat, (which God hathre zoſedin yau) Ee hehdaour of God, and the peace of 
his Church byareall cetormatienand wequelſtion not,but our moſt gracious G oDÞ will then break thtotgh thEtickCleids of thele black and dark 
providences,andreturnumto nyow: 1xdges as 47 the firſt, and our Counſellpurs 45.41 ihe begtnniings with the abundiance'ofthe'blefii-g+ ofpeacenhat 7ige- | 
ment may 1141 coor ous ſoraetss unde 1g11cauſnefe a5 4 mighty ſtream. And we humbly delice the 'txxo great Pilfr{bfths Land 27:-1ftry and Henry 
may be afſertect and,encouragedz in; ovder-anto; which, we humbly preſeptto.yourCrave andetiolis Confidetatione't””!"! | 
Firft, the Priviledges of the Goſpel which we do enjoy at this day in the faithfullpreaching & di penſing of GodsHoly Word and Sacrame:its,rogetber 
withthe laboursoflomany 6fhys faithfull (exvants.io the Miniſtry. and the.libertie of theſe fagred Orginager: bhifg ths hott ind choilett of our National I 
bleſſings; in refpe&ofwhich ;; we may well ay ( with. holy David) God 2ath not dealt Jo Wy h arr} Ntion ; W hich Wittthankfulnce we Uel!ire to acxnow- ( 
ledge as a great mercy tothis Laud.; ; Afidſhould the Lord, remove. his Candleſtick out of his place / as we havcjuſt'cafelro ſear he wilt, unleſle we do 
repent.) T hen may we;indeed complain with P/hineas his Wite », che glory 4 departed from our 1// il , andadatRandGthiatnight ofblack and g!0omy 
Ignorance, Errorand Prophanenefſe will invelope our valley of viſion, Andto th'cnd that this choice Bleſs Which we iccount more precious then 
our lives ) may be conveyed ta Paſterity. , We moſt humbly Jclire the Miniſtry may be countenanced and cneoufintt; the Univerlities vpheld and 
maintained, which havenurſed; raanyfamous Preachers for picty and learning in this and former ages, aud four Authority aicd for the terrour ofevil 
doers, but the praiſe ofthenuthar:dae well. AE nas Hl ek oak | 
Secondly, we eſteem and aſſertas-our undoubted birth right, the freedome and priviledges of our Patfianients, as being rhe great Chyricr ofthepeo- 
ple of England, which we account-equally dear with our lives, 1a the enjoyment of which we yethope under G 6'b to (ee a happy and laſting ietilement | 
both in Church and State. Therefore we moſt humbly deſire chat anew cletion may be made, or clſc thit thole worthy Gentlemen choſen to (erve | 
as members inthe late free Parliament; may be ccſtored to their priviledges, and ſit without diſturbanceor force from the Army. That they may conſi- 
derin this eviltime, what England;Srotlaendand Ireland ought todoe, which ( with ſubmiſſion to you! Gray judgements) we humbly conceive to be | 
the moſt probable means underG-o'Þ to eſtabliſh the true Proteſtant Religion , reform the Lawes, ſecure our Liberties and preſerve our lives and out- | 
ward concernments, to promote Learning, and encourage Virtuc, whereby peace with ourneighbonrNations may be renewed and eſtabliſhed, the Ar- 
my ſatisfied, their Arrcars paid ;;and\Trading reſtored. In all which, moſt Grave and worthy Senatovrs, your own concetnments /as well as ours) arc {o | 
deeply engaged, that wo rey ourſelves you will be inſtrumentall tofurther our deſires, by all peaccable and lawful means, and we hope it will put ; 
an end to our diviſions, which (ifGo Din mercy prevent not) may foon break outinto another civil War, and render its as a prey to a forreign enemy, 
For 4 Kingdome divided againſt it ſelf cannot Hand. Ke 2 1 hep, | 


- 
—_— 
F3 


Now we leave it unto you our moſt grave and worthy Senatours, ducly to conſider if you pirt with theſe our great National bleſsings, whether you will uot 
diſcover a hens breach of iruſtuand leave your names for arepreach to the Mnten grrb-n: Joon the ages tocome riſe up andcall you bleſ- 
fed,if you be carefull to preſerve them now» and convey them ta Poſterity : And now We beſeerh the Lord to flrengthen both your hearts and hanas , | 
and grve you Wiſcdome from on high to dived you in all your Conſultations , as may be moſt for the hoxotr of God, rhe peace of his Church throughout | 
theWorld ,and the ſettlem nt, ſafety» and happineſſe of theſe poor Nations; CAndby his aſeiſtance we reſolve toftand by you and with you to the utmoſt | 
hazard of our lives and all that is dear unto us, to promote the ſame. | | 


Munday 5. December. 


This day the Lord CHayor, Aldermen and Common Council being aſſembled; the fore-recited Petition was preſented by ſeveral young, 
men and Apprentices, inthe behalf of themſelves and ſeveral thouſands which have ſubſcribed the ſame; the which being received, 
was ordered tobe read, and thereupon a Committee choſen to conſider thereof,and to give their ſpeedy report unto the next Court, 
concerning the ſame. | | ; 
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M1 the ſame Court it was likeWiſe Ordered, that the Lord General Fleetwood ſhowld be deſired 10 
draw off the Souldiers unto their ſeveral quarters; it being then alſo Ordered that every Common Coun- 
cil man in his ſeveral precint? , ſhould give notice to the Houſe-keepers within the ſame, that they ſhould 
keep their Servants and Apprentices at home» thereby to preſerve thepeace ofthe City, 
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